Penelope N, Richards
Fryeburg Public Library

FRYEBURG WUMAN'S CLUB LIBRARY

The Kryeburg Public Library had its first beginnings in the fall of 1080
and winter of 1689, A small group of women in the town of Fryeburg decided
to have regular weekly gatherings to promote "intellectual stimulation,”
These meetings took the form of debates and discussions with an occasional
speaker heing called upon to address the ladies, This group chose as their
name -- "The Fryeburg Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Society." They
adopted a formal constitution and held their meetings in each other's homes,

Soon after 1090 they found it necessary to have a permanent collection
of books from which they could gain information for their discussions, The
next problem was how and where to make these hooks available and accessible
to all members.

The ladies were given the use of a room over the Shirley ¢ Lewis Store
and a permanent book collection was established here, These bouks were
mostly donated by interested women with occasional gifts and fund raising
projects for necessary needed items,

About 1902 a new school building was completed in Fryeburg., Through
a little friendly coercion from the women to their husbands and town fathers,

the old stone schoolhouse, "in deporable condition,” was given to the Society
in 1903 for a club building, It must have been ahout this time that the name
was changed to "Library Club,” This original stonec building was built in
1034, and was in continual use as a school until 1903,

Uver the years the women repaired the building, removed partitions,
built a fireplace, "Donated one chair and one teacup each”; and added to

their book collection, Ilowever, the books continued to be for the use of

¢lub members only, Several systems of volunteer library services were tried,
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consultants were called in from the state library to help in cataloging
from time to time, and the club attempted to hire one of Its members as
librarian, after donated services proved unsatisfactory.

ot until 1950 did the women decide to become a "public library open
to all the inhabitants of the township”, Funds were asked of the town at
the annual town meeting for the purchase of books, and to aid in heating
the building and paying for the services of a librarian, In 1956 a financial
and circulation report was included in the annual town report,

At the request of the librarian, in 1954, the office-workroom was
added and a small rest room was installed, An old shed had been rengyated
into a children's room in 1938,

In 1956 Mr, Clarence Mulford, the author of the llopolong Cassidy stories
and a local resident for many years, died, In his will he left his reference
books, his personal library, his office furniture, his gun collection, and all
his beautiful models to the Woman's Library Club, Tle also specified that funds
be made available from his estate for the addition to the Library of a room
suitable for housing these collections; and that a trust fund be established
for its maintenance,

Extensive renovations were made, The new Mulford Room was added with
a cellar below ir which was installed an adequate heating system; the
Children's room was enlarged to conform to the Mulford addition; and a kitchen
was added for the convenience of club meetings and benefit suppers,

At the present time the Library reccives over $1,000,00 from investments
other than the Mulford &und. about $U00,00 yearly from the Mulford estate,
and an equal sum from the town,

They have also received many other rather valuable gifts over the years

and have tended to serve as a sort of historical society also, MNementos of
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Robert l'eary, Daniel Webster, General Frye's teapot, a sermon of Wm,
Fessenden, paintings by Newman and sculpture by Volk, are examples of this
type of giflt,

The library is maintained by the Woman's Club through a board of

trustees ccmposed n{ 6 women, members of this club, 2 of whom are elected

,# each year, The librarian, treasurer and club president are members of the

board without voting privilege., These trustecs are responsible only for the
physical care of the property, the supervision of financial affairs, and the
hiring of the librarian, This librarian is responsible for all of the actual
library work. <Club members are welcomed as "Friends of the Library", but
much of the volunteer work of the library is performed by interested women
and teen-agers in the town, The club exisls primarily as a _social group.
Thgre have been three paid librarians so far, all of whom have been college
graduates and interested in books, in reading, and in people, No written
personnel policies or library procedures have been in existence,

This library has an unusually large collection of children's books for
the size of the town and has always enjoyed an excellent rapport with the
young readers, School classes come to the library during regular school hours
and cards are kept—;;”;li the children in town listing the books read, These
cards are returned to the child when filled and turn up as well loved
souvenirs many years later. The teachers borrow specified numbers of hooks
to be kept in the classroom and these collections are changed once a month,

Books are loaned to a local nursing home on a regular basis, The local
B.P.W., club and the Now and ‘Then Club (those in the community over 70) use
the building occasionally for their meetings.

The librarian has a good work room and a special reference department

is located beside her office and adjacent to the newly installed telephone,
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The reference collection and teen-age departments are small and are
maintained primarily at the 7th and Uth grade level as all students 9th
grade and above attend the local academy which has a fine school library
which is privately endowed, This Academy library has an excellent reference
collection and much fiction geared to the regular school reading lists,
Therefore the Woman's Club Library is geared to adult taste in fiction
and non-fiction with a large mystery division,
Fryeburg is a small, (population in 1966 was 1,907 people scattered
over the Center, the Village, North Fryeburg, East Fryeburg, and the Harbour)
rural comaunity, The 5aco Rliver Valley has much very fertile farm land and
large dairy herds are common, Its many lakes offer summer recreation and it
is midway between two major ski areas for winter recreation, There are only
two local industries - a lumber mill and small shoe shop. The majority of
the population are self employed in small stores, farms, and in the recreational
business, Fryeburg Academy serves as the local area high school and has an
additional 140 bearding students from all over the United States and Canada,
The Library had a circulation over 11,000 last year for a community
under 2,000 people, This must mean that a lot of people are reading a lot of
books, The trustees whoud like to see the library open more hours and could
use more funds for more books, but meanwhile, we hope we are continuing to
"encourage the hohit of good reading and cultivate a literary atmosphere for
the surrounding area by maintaining the Library” as was stated in the original

constitution of the Library Club, as their objective,

¢



FRYEBURG LIBRARY HISTORY

I am happy to tell vou a lititle about the Frveburg Public Library.
It is of interest first to look at the history of the buidding itself
which is one of the oldest buildings in the town. It was built by a
Mr. Arnold_Tloyd of Conwav Center for a School house, The work
started in August of 1832. “The’ building progressed so well that a
meeting was held in the new school house on December 24 of the same
vear. A HMiss Abbie McMillan was the Tirst teacher and she infers
tHat this was the first school taurht in the building. It was built of
grey granite, with green blinds, a small tower or belfry, stone steps
and a front door very much like the present one.

On April 2nd, 1833, it was "voied that bhis house be open at all
times on the Sabbath, and at other times when not in use for a school,
to any minister of good moral and religious principles and of good
character.

On August 25, 1890 a group of Fryeburg women formed a library
club. They started out by holding meetings in their respective homes.
They acquired a few books and when the books became too bulky to take
from home to home shelves were made in the back room of u local store.
The club grew, the number of books grew, and no doubt the business of
the store grew along with the book customers.

At the March Town Meeting in 1903 the Town generously gave the
Fryeburg Woman's Club the "Stone School House" to fit it up for a
library. Over 3400.00 was spent repairing the building. The location
of the library is unsurpassed, facing the western mountains. The
present day Library Club realizing the value of the Town's gift
attempts to express an appreciation by returning, in part, to the
community some of the benefits received. The students of Fryeburg
Academy are given the use of the rooms for study and reference work.
During the winter of 1924 the Home Hygeine Class held it's meetings
in the library,

The aims of the Woman's Club members today still hold fast to
the aims of the founders. They achieve to bring education and
relaxation to all town residents through the medium of books.

This is a copy of a paper, unsigned and undated, found in the files.
Janyary 20, 1982
E. Barbour
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OXFORD COUNTY ADVERTISER, FRIDAY, N

OVEMBER 27, 1903,

New Library Buiiding, Iryeburg.

Address of A. F. Lowis, Esq., al the Dedi-
catfon of the Woman'’s Library at Frye-
hurg, Nov. 13t1h,

5 Miss PRESIDENT AND FripNos:—I1
am very happy to be with you won this
pleasant oceasion, the dedication of your
vew library howme. This is indeed an
agre of Hbraries and reading—books, mag-
azinos and newspapuars falling from the
press as thick as the Jeaveos of Vallom-
brosa.  Tho world is in dauger of being
inundated, vverflowod, yes, deluged with
an ocean of literature of all kinds and
qualities, Ifall that comos (rom the

mworals, we might say to it, “Welcomo.”
But so great iv the number of readers
aid su great the time given Lo reading
that 1t has become a question with rome
thoughtiul minds whether the quality of
tho books and tho reading we so luwrgely
have is an vumixed blessing. Somo in-
telligent and discriminating roaders do
not hositate to put the roading habit as
now indulged in by many as wimong the
dissipations,

Mrs. Bdith Wharton has an essay in
tho October nuwboer of the North Amer-
ican roview on ©The Viee of Reading.”
i'hiatl sounds rather paradoxical Lo some
of us. She mai.tains that it is a mis-
take to advovals that young people
should covtract a habit of reading which
s ofton classed with thrift, sobriety and
oarly rising, as a virtue to bo cultivatod.
Thus people are ivduced to read some-
thing, no matier what, and think they
are bocoming intelligent,  She calls this
tmechanical” reading, or “volitional”
reading, and condemns buth. No read-
ineg, in ber judgment, anmounts to any-
Lthing whielt is not done because a person
cannot help it. The cheap novel and the
so-called interesting magizino aroe only
means of intellectual dissipation and de-
8 bilital on.  She is most concerned for
those of this class of readers who are
moved to be writers also,  No doubt
those are mechanical readers and me-
chanical writers, but this cannol bo pro.
ventod,  The trouble is that at the age
whoen boys and girls are taught to read
and write it is nel casy Lo select thoseo
who will turn ont to be  diseriminating
readers and inspired authors; but it is
8 Lost Lo toash thew to resd and writo aud
tako the chances.

Bacon says, *Somo honks are to boe
tasted.”” Of many books we may say
the smaller the taste the befter for tho
aster. 1 trust that all such books may
Le conspicuous here by their absenco.
This voom is too fino far the presenco of
such literaturo, and rom what 1 know
of the members ot this club | focl sure
3 that all such books will find no Jodgoe-
1 mient here. Lacon also says, “Rending
makos a full man.”’ Jt would hardly bo
considered a compliment to day to call a

Fullness and  omplivess
terms.  The fullness of the
and the ancient man is the vesult of vory
different elements, bul they ate both
the effect of the samo fulluess, too much
of “evil spirits,”
If all writers of books aud reading
matier wore as careful rud thonghtful as
tho olil Itadian master, Fra Abpgelico,
was about the influonce of iy paintings,
we should seo a marked improvoment in
our modern literature, e never com-
moenced a pieturo without a prayor that
he wight make it pure and beautiful and
put into it all that was heavenly and di-
vine, Those old maslers painted for
time-—wo might almost say for elornity.
Their moiives wereari, buauty and truth,
pot gain and luere.  And now, when one
of their old, worn and moldy cauvases is
found stowod away in ponio loft or gar-
vet fabulous prices are paid for it. They
sommand thousands, yes, for some of
them hundreds of thousands ol dollars,
yr if their purposo and motives wore
ike thoso of one of our best Iiuglish po-
hts, who, when he sent fortlh one of his
solwmes of verse, accompanied it wilh
Lhis imploring benediction:

stio, Hitble bool, from this my solitude,

1 east thee on the wakers, o thy ways;
And if, ag F helieve, thy vein be good,
The world will find thee alter nany days,”

1f a1l books were liko that they would
be like swoot evangels, renewing and re-
forming and regenorating tho world,  If
we had only sneh books and literature, 1
had almost said wo conld disponse with
our churches and wninistors, so great
would be their influence and evangeliz-
ing powers.  What wonderful foasts,
whal strength, whal power for character
and brain-building men and womon have

great and mighty in quality, in influence
and inspiration to all that is great and
ennobling iu loinan life.  Look at Lin-
coln, Grosley and Franklin, seo whal they
got out of tho fow books they read by
the light of the piteh knot pine.  Now
wilh the wullitude of bouks, the endless
amount of reading, in the rush and whirl
of life, wo glance at, wo skim over and
hurry, so thal practically we got but lit-
tle benefit from ovur reading and it well
nigh becomes a wastoe of timo.

villizo what was ealled “the social libra-

upon listory, biography, scicnco
puetry. e read and studied them care-
fully, and in his letters written at thoe
time speaks of finding books hore that
Lie could not find in the great libravies of
Dartmouth Collego. A fow of theso
books are now in tho Academy library,
wore are in Lhat omnium  gabberum
lwelling of cur viliage, that musowm, so
full of Looks, pictures, btic u-brac and
sarios, which so delight the wntiguasian,

man ““full,” so0 also 1800 years ago, as wo
road in the Book, emptiness “swept and
8 parnished’ was preferablo to fulluess.
Thore is som tan mueh of fullness.

v

the studont and the scholar,

ow, Miss President, a word in rogar
Lo your vew home, ils surroundings an
associations.  Dr. lHolmes says, “Itis
gront happiness Lo live in an old hous
haunted by memories.” 1 suppose b
didn’t mean what is commonly unde:
stpod by a “*baunted house.” You hav
What has been an old house, modernize
and mado now, which has stood lhoro 7
fyoars, and, escaping the fiery elemont
Emade, like the Pavtheon of Rome, Lo ot
0 conturios; beautified by books, bew
y, art and adornmont, located in i
airest section of our village, nvar whes
be original academy stood fifteon yoar
Hinown formerly as “The Fronch Co
Huer,” where, in Jryeburg’s **Golde
Ago, lived many of thoe tamilics L
gave characler and dignity to thotown
the Osgoods, somotimes,*erstwhile, Mi:
Tresidont, callod *“I'he Royal Family «
¥ryeburg.” Lam glad to pote that yor
worthy president does her part towar
keoping the flag of her family and ti
town “stitl full high advancoed.”

Also near this spot tho Clements, ti
Towlos, the Ilowes, the Ripleys, ti
Griswolds, the Danas and the MceMillr
In this tmmediate neighborhowoed we
born and lived a trio of poets with an
tional reputation, two of them now i
ing, the bright and versatile tiov. Li

Cerin g vieg weivion CEhe Vidbage, in i
i[bouse where he lived just across 1
slroet. I3y tho way, this was tho fis
volume of pootry written in Maine, {le
in this vicinily lived fwo Governors

t Maine, two Momboers of Congress, a Mj
ister to J+:livig, a  distinguished” jnd

found in Lhe days lovg gore io littlo 1i- |
braries, litile in numboers of books, bni |

When Webstor caune here a lundred )
yours ago, ho found in our then small j§

1y composed of w fow  choice books |
and |

# and a Senilor of the United Slates.

8 T'hon there is an aroma of pleasant ¢
d socialion in tho old original Acaden
being moved here and standing on th
spot a quarter of a century.  lts wa
§ ochoed to Lthe vuices ol tho poot, preac
er, the seor and prophet, Ralph Wal
FKmerson, and [Harvard’s belovoed 'rofi
sor, Rov. Dr. Andrew P, PPeabody. 1

was kind enough, at my suggestion,
give Lo your library all the numcro

books e has written, and the stoel ¢
| graving of his own benignant faco whi
now adorng tho watls of ihis lbra
1 room.  Aud then wheun this same buil
i ing stomd on yonder plot, our gre
Academy Leacher there tauglht boys ar
B uirls bow to ba men and wowen, aud la
@ er on taught men and  women, Low

# makoa groat, a growing and a glorin
conntry, After surviving its uses be
as a theater for the instruction, of ti
yuung, and for receiving lessons in spi
ituad infituction (rom the Great Ove
Soul, it was moved dowo upon Portla
atvent, and there was naed for Ferpadris
worn andd dilapidated nudersolos by 11
fatlhior of tho e Gov, Pingree ol Mict
ean.  Thos Lo old builaing was win
out amlmoved wway, and fioally we
upin fivo nnd smoke in Novembuoer, ¢

SN o may break, Yo oiny shatter tho
yon wall,
It the :tl"-’ur. of e roses will linngs *ronnd
L1
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S0, my sds of the Woman's Club,

let me congratulate you that you are

now honsed in your new and boeautiful

8 bome, nuaspot and in a neighborhood

hallowed with so many delightful asso-

§ cintions and hanntod by gn many ploas-
an! momories,

In conelusion, | ggive you this sentli-

s

ment:

The Woman's Libvary Club of Fryo
by, its psefnl aod beoeticont work s
resndy Ltell asan inspiration o oa now
el Detter e, My it Hve Tong, “hang
Tis Danecers on the onter walls,” and eon.
Piie ibs good work of - “swaetness sl
Bt " 00 it sladl bring Fryoburg back
to s CGolden Ave, ™
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Library named to register

It's now known as the Fryeburg Women's Library, but when it was built in 1832,
the granite building at 98 Main Street in Fryeburg, Maine, was a school building.
Due to the efforts of the Fryeburg Woman's Library -Club (which took over
the use of the building in 1903) and club member Jean'Warren, the District No.
1 Schoolhouse has been added to the National Register of Historic Places. In
making the announcement in Washington, D.C., Senator William S. Cohen
said the school was one of only two known school buildings in Maine built
entirely of slone, Two wood-framed wings have been added to the schoolhouse,
one of which was donated in 1957 by the late Clarence E. Mulford, an illustrious
Fryeburg resident. Mulford was the creator of Hopalong Cassidy as well as other
western characters. The Mulford room contains memorabilia of his works dating
back to the 1920s, in addition to other documents [rom the history of Fryeburg.
The schoolhouse served primarily for grades one through eight.




